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I, Vickie Cook, do declare and say: 

1. I am the Dean of Continuing Education and University Alliance for 

Kaskaskia, located in Centralia, Illinois. I make i h s  declaration in support of Capella 

University's (Capella) Reply Brief In Support of Opposition to Plaintiffs Motion to 



Strike. This declaration is based on my personal knowledge, and if called as a witness, 

I would and could testify competently thereto. 

2. I am a former Capella student and completed my dissertation 

requirements in March 2004, leading to my Ph.D. in Higher Education Leadership. I 

participated in Capella's graduation ceremony conducted in June 2004. 

3. My &st contact with Jeffry La Marca (La Marca) plaintiff herein, 

occurred in April 2004 when I responded to one of his electronic posts made on 

either "Career Board" or "General Discussion Board", discussion boards mamtained 

by Capella. In his post, La Marca described problems he believed existed mth the 

implementation of WebCT by Capella. Sensing his frustration, I responded to this 

post providing suggestions of who he could call, within Capella, to address the 

problems he described. 

4. On April 17,2004, I once again saw a post by La Marca wherein he 

described filing a lawsuit on behalf of every Capella learning disabled student. On 

April 17,2004, I responded to this post and protested his filing on behalf of all 

learning and physically disabled learners without consulting with anyone. Attached to 

this Declaration as Exhibit 22 is a true and correct copy of La Marca's post and my 

response. 

5. After my e-mail of April 17,2004, I never again responded to a post by 

La Marca, but continued to monitor the dialogue on Capella's discussion boards 

between La Marca and other Capella students. On some occasions, I responded to 

posts by some of those students. However, on June 4,2004 at 10:26 P.M., La Marca 

posted a message directed to my earlier post on April 19,2004 protesting his filing of 

a class action. Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit 23 is a true and correct copy of 

his post. In this post, he stated I had no experience with WebCT, which presented 

serious problems, in his mnd, with my initial statements set forth in my April 17, 

2004 post. La Marca further stated, "I find this to be extremely disturbing." 
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6.  On June 4,2004 at 10:38 P.M. on the same discussion board, Minta 

Thompson (a Capella student) forwarded a response to La Marca which contained the 

3 1 statement "I question your knowledge of her [mine] experiences - - as it appears the 

4 two of you haven't chatted over coffee to get to know each other. I could be wrong I I 
5 
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10 following statement: "Lastly [sic] (as I must get back to my less entertaining writing) I I 

here.. . . but, how would you know about her experience or understanding of that 

population within Capella or other segments of her life for that matter?'Attached to 
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this declaration is a true and correct copy of Thompson's post. La Marca responded 

to th~s  message on June 14,2004 at 1:08 A.M., although his post reflects that his 

message was originally posted on June 11,2004 at 3:48 A.M. His post contained the 

before my comments were made!". Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit 24 is a 

true and correct copy of Thompson's post and La Marca's response. 

7. As a result of the comments contained in Exhibits 23 and 24 and 

subsequent postings, I forwarded an e-mail complaint to Capella advising that I found 
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La Marca's comments offensive and demeaning with respect to my opinion and my 

education. I also advised Capella that La Marca had commented he had done his 

research about me, a comment that I found to be frightening. Attached to this 

Declaration as Exhibit 25 is a true and correct copy of my complaint to Capella. 

8. After my post to La Marca on April 17,2004, I never directed another e- 

mail to La Marca nor did I respond to any messages he may have posted. 

LOL I feel you owe her an apology for your statement regarding her 

accomplishments!" Minta, you really ARE funny! A little research WAS undertaken 

Approximately one year later, I learned that La Marca had created certain websites 

which contained statements and material about my background and education and my 

25 11 professional accomplishments. I have reviewed and recognize the materials contained 

26 11 in Exhibit 14 to La Marca's December 29,2005 deposition and they are simiIar to 

27 

28 

what is contained on the other sites and materials that I reviewed. La Marca's 












